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“NOTIFICATION OF DRIVING IMPAIRMENT” FORM 

Grievance 

MR A.P. JACOB (Ocean Reef) [9.56 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for Transport, and I thank his 
representative and parliamentary secretary, the member for Murray-Wellington, for dealing with this grievance 
this morning. It relates to the “Notification of Driving Impairment” form M109A, which is currently being sent 
out with vehicle registration renewal notices to car owners in Western Australia. I make this grievance on behalf 
of the drivers of this state and the people in my community who have contacted me with their concerns about 
this form. I believe other members have also been contacted; the member for Wanneroo indicated to me that he 
had also been contacted. 

This driving impairment form M109A requires the owner or driver of a vehicle to report his or her medical 
conditions to the Department of Transport. The list of conditions that need to be reported include diabetes, 
epilepsy, heart disease, stroke, chronic arthritis and joint problems, eye conditions, sleep disorders, neurological 
disorders, dementia and Alzheimer’s disease, depression and mental health problems such as schizophrenia or 
bipolar disorder, attention deficit disorder or attention deficit hyperactivity disorder, lung disease, injuries and 
physical disabilities, alcohol dependency, drug addictions, fainting, fits, giddiness, and high or low blood 
pressure.  

The parliamentary secretary may be aware that there was an article on this issue in The West Australian of 
11 November, just a few weeks ago. This article outlined a number of concerns with the new requirements for 
this form. One in particular which I wish to raise and which was included in that article is that the notification of 
impairment form does not state that a $500 fine will be imposed on the driver if the driver does not disclose any 
of these conditions to the Department of Transport. I suggest that this potential penalty and the liability should be 
clearly indicated on the form. 

However, my main grievance is to do with the fact that when the owners of vehicles receive their registration 
renewal notice, they also receive a “Notification of Driving Impairment” form. I believe the driving impairment 
form is also sent with the licence renewal form, but my grievance is specifically that these impairment forms are 
being sent with vehicle registration renewal notices. Indeed, the registered owner of the vehicle does not 
necessarily need a driver’s licence. Medical impairment affecting a person’s ability to drive should have no 
bearing on whether that person can be the registered owner of a vehicle. People can own a registered vehicle for 
a variety of reasons. They could be collectors, or it could be a vintage vehicle. I believe the member for 
Scarborough has a number of registered vehicles that are never driven. 

Mrs L.M. Harvey: My husband is an avid collector.  

Mr A.P. JACOB: Of course; he intends to drive them at some point.  

There are a multitude of reasons that people could own a registered vehicle, none of which would necessarily 
require them to declare a medical condition. An owner of a vehicle could be completely unfit to drive yet still be 
entitled to own a registered vehicle so that perhaps a friend or carer could drive that person around. Indeed, it is 
often the case that an individual is not the registered owner of a vehicle; in many cases, it is a company or an 
incorporated or not-for-profit group. It does not have to be an individual person. 

The main concern that has been raised with me is that the notice of impairment form that is sent with the 
registration notice is an unnecessary impost on the owner and an intrusion into that individual’s private medical 
information. I suggest that it would be better if this form was sent out with a driver’s licence renewal notice, 
which would mean that all holders of a driver’s licence would have to disclose any driving impairment. I also 
point out that the residents who have contacted me about this issue had no problem with the medical impairment 
form being sent out with the driver’s licence renewal as they well and truly understood that if a driver does have 
a medical condition that could affect his ability to drive, it is important that we are aware of that and that drivers 
who are a danger to the safety of others because of a possible medical condition that could affect their driving 
are not on the road. 

I would like to make one final brief point. When these forms started coming out, the website link to the medical 
reporting section did not appear to be working. However, I checked it last night and it appears to have been 
rectified.  

I thank the minister’s representative for hearing my grievance. I have spoken to people in the minister’s office, 
and I know that he is fully aware of my concerns and those of my local residents.  

MR M.J. COWPER (Murray-Wellington — Parliamentary Secretary) [10.02 am]: Madam Acting 
Speaker — 
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Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan: Good grievance, I have to say; a very good grievance. 

Mr M.J. COWPER: I echo those comments of the member for Armadale. I am very impressed that we have a 
member who, as part of this collective group of junior members in this place, is very much in tune with the needs 
of his constituency, particularly those of seniors. I commend him for it. Obviously, he will have a long career in 
this place as a result of his attention to his electorate.  

The member raised a good issue. By way of background, for the purpose of the members present who may be 
interested, in October 2009 the Department of Transport undertook a trial in which the “Mandatory Reporting of 
Medical Conditions” brochure and associated form M109B “Notification of Driving Impairment” were sent out 
with vehicle registration renewal notices. This trial was conducted in an effort to raise awareness of the 
requirement for mandatory reporting. As the member for Armadale would be aware, mandatory reporting of 
these matters has commenced.  

I hark back to the responsibility in my previous life for maintaining orderly driving behaviour in my police 
district. When it comes to dealing with senior people, particularly someone within one’s family, the taking away 
of someone’s driver’s licence is often met with a lot of resistance. There comes a time when families have to 
deal with the very difficult issue of doing what is not only in the best interests of the individual, but also in the 
best interests of the wider driving public. It is very difficult. To raise awareness of mandatory reporting of 
driving impairment, the documents I mentioned were sent with vehicle registration renewals, as every person 
who owns a motor vehicle receives a renewal notice at least once a year. The problem is that driver’s licence 
renewal notices are not necessarily sent out on an annual basis. Some people like me renew their licence on a 
five-yearly basis. Therefore, sending renewal notices for drivers’ licences may occur only once every five years. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan: Wouldn’t it be easier, then, just to have a rule that once you reach a certain age — 

Mr M.J. COWPER: Perhaps the member would like to bring a grievance to me. I am trying to address the 
concerns of the member for Ocean Reef. 

Whilst acknowledging that the owner of a vehicle does not have to be the holder of a driver’s licence, he or she 
should ensure that the person driving his or her vehicle has the necessary capability and should be aware of any 
impairment that may affect his or her ability to drive safely.  

The trial was completed in October and has now been placed on hold to review its effectiveness. As an 
awareness-raising exercise, it has generated a favourable response, with over 3 000 notifications being received 
directly related to this campaign. It has had a considerable amount of success.  

The member mentioned that a link on the website did not appear to be working but it is now okay. He is correct 
in that respect. Unfortunately, it is one of those things that occur from time to time.  

It is relevant to point out that the flyer that was produced to raise the awareness of the mandatory reporting 
legislation was introduced in March 2008 and administered by the Department of Transport’s licensing business 
unit. The flyer and notification form were sent with vehicle registration renewals in October on a trial basis. 
Other awareness-raising strategies being employed include posters and letters sent to all doctors and medical 
offices and briefings with key medical bodies. The flyer and notification form were purposely sent with vehicle 
registration renewals because they are sent out on an annual basis, unlike driver’s licence renewals. If the 
campaign material was inserted with driver’s licence renewals, it would take over five years to complete. 
Furthermore, people who pay their licence fee yearly or who have conditions attached to their driver’s licence 
would receive a flyer every one, two, three, four or five years, depending on their renewal expiry, and people 
who pay every five years would receive only one flyer. Although it should be acknowledged that the owner of a 
vehicle does not have to be the holder of a driver’s licence, he or she should ensure that the people who are 
driving that vehicle have the necessary capacity to drive the vehicle. As an awareness-raising exercise, it has 
generated a good response. It did not target any particular person or group; it was a focus on road safety.  

The member said that the flyer should mention that there is a $500 penalty for not reporting a medical condition. 
In retrospect, I do not see that as being positive. We do not want to use a big-stick approach to seniors in 
particular and impose a fine if they do not do something. It has been my experience that some of these people 
take it to heart; they take it literally and think they are going to be penalised when they previously had an 
unblemished record. 

Mr A.P. Jacob: I do believe that no fines have been issued. 

Mr M.J. COWPER: From time to time, when a piece of legislation comes to this place, as it did in 2008, we 
can be very prescriptive in the way we deal with things. I commend the licensing section of the Department of 
Transport for trying to raise people’s awareness of the program rather than taking a big-brother or big-stick 
approach when imposing penalties.  
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The “Notification of Driving Impairment” form M109B is provided for efficiency. It saves people time and 
effort as they do not have to download a copy from the internet or contact the Department of Transport to obtain 
one. The Department of Transport is collating all feedback on the awareness-raising campaign with a view to 
modifying future campaigns if necessary. For those people who are not aware, they can contact the mandatory 
reporting hotline for enquiries on 1300 852 722. 

Mr P.T. Miles: Is that a call centre?  

Mr M.J. COWPER: I am not sure. There is probably a chance that calls will be answered by existing staff who 
are trying to help people as best they can. As the member would appreciate, they carry out a very difficult job 
under trying conditions.  

I thank the member for bringing this issue to the attention of the house, particularly for the information of other 
members. I am sure that the member for Fremantle would appreciate that with this mandatory reporting, the 
department has given this matter a fair amount of consideration. Rather than send out letters ad infinitum, 
including this little brochure, with their vehicle registration renewals, it was a more effective way of not only 
saving taxpayers’ money, but also saving the amount of paper that we have to send out, hence saving our 
environment. I thank the member for his grievance.  
 


